
Literary dream come true for past Workaway International recruit 

 

Keorapetse Chakela, a 24-year old travel 

enthusiast from Sandton, Johannesburg has had 

his first poetry book, ‘Live. Laugh. Love.’ published 

in the US.  Chakela was in the States as part of the 

Workaway International program which places 

South Africans in hospitality-focused positions in 

five-star country clubs in the US. 

Chakela first joined Workaway International in 

2008 and worked as a server assistant at Boca 

West during his internship with the Swiss Hotel 

School.  He then returned to the program in 2010 

and while in over in the US, decided to pursue his 

passion for literature and submitted his 

manuscript, leading to the publishing of his 

inspiring, thought-provoking book, ‘Live. Laugh. 

Love.’ 

 

“From a very young age I always enjoyed language and literature, and writing was definitely 

something I loved to do,” says Chakela.  “‘Live. Laugh. Love.’ is a poetry book that describes 

how I grew as a person from when I was young to the person I am today.  The book shows 

the progression my life took as I got older, and how my views on life changed from negative 

to positive,” he adds. 

 

Apart from his passion for words, Chakela always had a love for hospitality, which is what 

made him join Workaway International.  “My favourite part of being on the Workaway 

program was to meet new people from all over the world and to develop culturally aswell,” 

says Chakela.  “Being in a different environment helped me to grow and to learn how the 

hospitality industry really works, and I wouldn’t have experienced any of it had it not been for 

Workaway,” he adds. 

 

Chakela hopes to one day use this expertise to open his own restaurant, along with his 

number one passion in life, to travel the world.   

 

Now handling the operations for his family’s business, Chakela always makes time to give 

back and help others realise the potential they have.  “After returning home in January 2013 I 



wanted to give something back and am now the head of the Sharpeville Foundation Youth 

Organisation, an NGO that caters for the needs of vulnerable children,” says Chakela. 

 

Charlotte Quenet-Meintjes, head of Workaway International South Africa, expressed her 

unreserved delight in Chakela’s achievements.  “We are so proud of Keorapetse and how 

far he has come in his journey,” says Quenet-Meintjes.  “We are so happy that Workaway 

could be a platform for him to develop his talent and to gain international recognition for his 

outstanding abilities,” she adds. 

 

For more information on Keorapetse and his awe-inspiring book, read this article on Sowetan 

Live about his journey: http://www.sowetanlive.co.za/incoming/2011/09/05/poetic-

journey?utm_source=facebookfeed&utm_medium=facebook 

 

‘Live. Laugh. Love.’ was only published in the US, but is available to order on Kalahari.com 

http://www.kalahari.com/books/Live-Laugh-Love/632/41728236.aspx. 

 

For more information on the Workaway International program, visit their website on 

www.workawayinternational.co.za or call (021) 671 8808. 
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